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Madras that for the first time a special pavilion was constructed for
the meeting of the Congress. The President of the Congress was
Badrudin Tyabji, a distinguished member of the Bombay bar. Some
3,000 spectators witnessed the session. The Governor of Madras
received the delegates at Government Hous^, sumptuous refresh-
ments were provided and the Governor's band was in attendance.
At the fourth session of the Congress held at Allahabad in 1888, a
complete change was witnessed in the official attitude towards the
movement. In the course of his farewell speech in 1888, Dufferin,
disturbed by the growing self-assurance of Congress demands,
thought fit to describe its adherents as a "microscopic minority" of
the multitudinous Indian people. Efforts were made to prevent the
Congress being held at Allahabad. The development of the Congress
activities during the year was unprecedented. Hundreds of thousands
of pamphlets and leaflets were distributed, hundreds of men took a
direct part in the elections of delegates. About 1,500 delegates were
elected of whom 1,248 attended the Allahabad session. George Yule
was elected president.
The first president was an Indian Christian, the second and the
sixth Parsis, the third a Muslim, the fourth and fifth Englishmen.
Only at the seventh session a Hindu presided for the first time over
the Congress. During the first thirteen years of its existence, more
than ten thousand delegates travelled at their own. expense, not
seldom for thousands of miles, in order to be present at the Congress
sessions. This was undertaken often at the risk of officials' disappro-
val; for the Congress soon fell under suspicion as "disloyal".
Year after year the Congress met and increasingly became a
national platform for the progressive forces in the land. But it was
not until 1905 that it acquired the character of a real mass move-
ment. A new life burst forth in the country in the years 1905-9 and it
gave birth to two new schools of nationalism, distinguished for their
faith in self-reliant and independent action.
The difference between the two new schools—extremists and
revolutionaries, as they came to be called—was one of method only.
The extremists believed in political agitation and national reconstruc-
tion through the boycott of British goods and British institutions such
as Government offices, courts and schools, and through swadeshi and
the setting up of national, indigenous institutions like national schools
and panchayats. The other school believed in western revolutionary

